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17TH ANNUAL 
TOPICS EXPLORED: 
Pediatric and 
Surgical Trauma 
Nursing Conference

NOV. 21 AND 22, 2019

Joseph Stokes Jr. Auditorium
Main Building, First Floor

Sponsored by the Trauma Program and the 
Department of Pediatric Surgery
Division of General, Thoracic and Fetal Surgery 

Learn more: chop.cloud-cme.com
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COURSE OVERVIEW
Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia proudly presents the 17th Annual Topics Explored: 
Pediatric and Surgical Trauma Nursing Conference. The content options will be 
applicable to all levels of nursing expertise. Expert faculty will share the lessons they have 
learned from managing children who experience unexpected illness and traumatic injury. 
Rejuvenate your practice and learn how you can continue to make a difference at the hospital 
bedside one family at a time.

GENERAL INFORMATION
The conference will be held Thursday, Nov. 21, and Friday, Nov. 22, 2019, at Children’s Hospital 
of Philadelphia, Main Building, first floor, in the Stokes Auditorium. Registration will begin 
each day at 7:30 a.m.

NURSES FEES
Registration Fee — $199 (2 day)
Registration Fee — $125 (1 day)

EMT FEES
Registration Fee — $100 (2 day)
Registration Fee — $50 (1 day)

LEARNING OBJECTIVES
At the completion of this two-day course, participants will be able to:
• Identify challenges that face healthcare team members caring for this pediatric patient 

population

• Review current treatment and technologic advances relevant to the care of children with 
surgical and trauma related needs

• Discuss current research trends that have impacted pediatric trauma care; review goals for 
healthy children worldwide and the challenges faced in caring for children with surgical 
and trauma needs in austere environments; describe the medical examiner’s role in trauma 
care; review approaches to hip preservation for teens and young adults; discuss evaluation 
and treatment of blunt abdominal trauma; review conditions requiring craniofacial surgery 
and follow-up care; recognize current management for sports injuries; examine approaches 
to evaluating nonaccidental trauma; describe interventions for ocular trauma and the 
cornerstones for the successful management of a child with bladder exstrophy. 

CONTINUING NURSING EDUCATION APPROVED PROVIDER STATEMENT
Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia is an approved provider of continuing nursing education 
by the Pennsylvania State Nurses Association, an accredited approver by the American Nurses 
Credentialing Center’s Commission on Accreditation. This activity has been submitted to the 
PA State Nurses Association for approval to award contact hours.
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EMS CONTINUING EDUCATION HOURS
An application for Continuing Education credits has been submitted to the Pennsylvania 
Department of Health Bureau of EMS through Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia. Your CEUs 
will be applied to your Status Report within two weeks of the conclusion of the conference. 
Providers from other states will be provided with a certificate of attendance.

CALL FOR ABSTRACTS 
The course directors and planning committee invite you to submit an abstract for 
consideration for the poster session held during the conference. Share your knowledge and 
experiences on surgical and trauma nursing trends. Topics may include: best practices in 
nursing procedures; new approaches to patient teaching; coordination of patient care; process 
improvement projects; use of new patient care products; or research findings and outcomes. 
Research in process or previously presented posters are welcome. 

The deadline for abstract submission is Friday, Sept. 13, 2019. Accepted abstracts will be 
published in the conference syllabus. One gratis registration will be awarded per poster 
selected. To learn more and submit an abstract, go to chop.cloud-cme.com.

HOTEL ACCOMMODATIONS
A block of rooms has been reserved at reduced rates at the Sheraton University City Hotel, 
36th and Chestnut streets, Philadelphia, Pa. 19104, located just a few blocks from Children’s 
Hospital. The group overnight room rate is $150 single and double occupancy plus an 18% 
room tax. Participants are required to make their own hotel reservations by calling the hotel 
directly. The telephone number for the Sheraton is 888-627-7071 or 215-387-8000. Please 
mention the name of the conference when making your reservation. The special room rate 
will be available until Monday, Oct. 21, 2019. After that date, reservations will be accepted on a 
space and rate availability basis.

CANCELLATION AND REFUND POLICY
Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia reserves the right to cancel or postpone any course due 
to any unforeseen circumstances. In the event of cancellation or postponement, Children’s 
Hospital of Philadelphia will refund any registration fees, less a $40 service fee, but is not 
responsible for any related costs, charges or expenses to participants, including cancellation 
charges assessed by airlines/travel agencies. In order to process refunds for course 
withdrawals, cancellations must be received in writing by Monday, Nov. 11, 2019. No refunds 
will be issued thereafter.

SERVICES FOR THE DISABLED
If special arrangements are required for an individual with a disability to attend this meeting, 
please contact the Continuing Medical Education Department at 215-590-5263.
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PROGRAM • THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 21, 2019

7:30 a.m. Registration and Continental Breakfast
 
7:55 a.m. Welcome and Introductions
 Mary Jo Pedicino, MSN, RN

8 a.m. Surgical Services in Resource Challenged Settings*
 David A. Spiegel, MD

9 a.m. Pediatric Trauma Care Updates*
 Michael L. Nance, MD   
  
10 a.m. Break and Exhibits

10:15 a.m. Surgical Hip Preservation for the Teen and Young Adult
 Wudbhav Sankar, MD 
  
11:15 a.m. Lunch, Exhibits and Scientific Posters

12:30 p.m. The Role of the Medical Examiner’s Office in Child Fatalitites*
 Roy Hoffman, MD, MPH
 
1:30 p.m. New Insights in Teen Driver Research*
 Catherine C. McDonald, PhD, RN 
  
2:30 p.m Break 

2:45 p.m. Pediatric Ocular Trauma*
 Karen Revere, MD

3:45 p.m. Evaluations/Adjourn

*Eligible for CHOP Trauma credit hours
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PROGRAM • FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 22, 2019
 
7:30 a.m. Registration and Continental Breakfast

7:55 a.m. Welcome and Introductions
 Kali Rhodes, RN, MSN, CRNP

8 a.m.          An Overview of Craniofacial Surgery 
 Scott P. Bartlett, MD  

9 a.m.        Pediatric Sports Injuries: Common Problems and Treatment*
 J. Todd Lawrence, MD, PhD
 Brendon Williams, MD

10 a.m.        Break and Exhibits

10:15 a.m.  Evolving Cases that Surprised Us*
 Danielle Brant, MSN, CRNP
 R. Brad Lindell, MD
 Hamida McCorkel, MSN, CRNP
  
11:15 a.m. Audience Q&A

11:30 a.m. Lunch, Exhibits and Scientific Posters   

12:30 p.m. Non-accidental Trauma: The Grey Zone*  
 Barbara Chaiyachati, MD
 Laura Popma, MSW

1:30 p.m. From Hospital to Community: Supporting Youth and Their Families
 after Violence-related Injury*
 Rachel K. Myers, PhD, MS

2:30 p.m.   Break

2:45 p.m. Caring for the Child with Bladder Exstrophy 
 Brynne Bonitatibus, MSN, CPNP
   
3:45 p.m. Evaluation

  

*Eligible for CHOP Trauma credit hours
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COURSE DIRECTORS 
Mary Jo Pedicino, RN, MSN
Trauma Education Coordinator, Pediatric Trauma Program

Kali Rhodes, RN, MSN, CRNP
Surgery Advanced Practice Nurse, Division of Pediatric General, Thoracic and Fetal Surgery

CONFERENCE PLANNING COMMITTEE
Deborah Britt-Lightkep, RN, BSN
Staff Nurse, Perioperative Complex

Nina Capoferri, RN, BSN
Staff Nurse, Surgery/Trauma Unit

Lynn Gregorowicz, RN
Staff Nurse, Operating Room Complex

Eileen Houseknecht, RN, BSN, MBA
Trauma Research Coordinator, Pediatric Trauma Program

Jessica Osipowicz, RN, MSN, ACNP
Trauma Advanced Practice Nurse, Pediatric Trauma Program

Diane H. Perks, DNP, CRNP
Manager, Pediatric Trauma Program

Kevin Scott, RN
Staff Nurse, Pediatric Intensive Care Unit

FACULTY
Scott P. Bartlett, MD
Attending Physician, Division of Plastic and Reconstructive Surgery
Director of the Craniofacial Program

Brynne Bonitatibus, MSN, CPNP
CSA-Nurse Practitioner, Division of Urology 

Danielle E. Brant, MSN, CRNP
Nurse Practitioner, Center for Rehabilitation

Barbara Chaiyachati, MD
Fellow, Safe Place: Center for Child Protection and Health

Unless otherwise noted, faculty is from Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia and/or the 
Perelman School of Medicine at the University of Pennsylvania.
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J. Todd Lawrence, MD, PhD
Attending Physician, Division of Orthopaedics 

R. Brad Lindell, MD
Critical Care Medicine Fellow, Department of Anesthesiology and Critical Care Medicine

Hamida McCorkle, MSN, CRNP
Nurse Practitioner, Pediatric Trauma Program 

Rachel K. Myers, PhD, MS
Research Scientist, Violence Prevention Initiative
Center for Injury Research and Prevention

Michael L. Nance, MD
Attending Surgeon, Division of Pediatric General, Thoracic and Fetal Surgery
Director, Pediatric Trauma Program

Laura Popma, MSW
Social Worker, Department of Social Work and Family Services 
Safe Place: Center for Child Protection and Health

Karen Revere, MD
Attending Oculoplastic and Reconstructive Surgeon, Division of Ophthalmology

Wudbhav Sankar, MD
Attending Physician, Division of Orthopaedics
Director, Young Adult Hip Preservation Program

David A. Spiegel, MD
Attending Physician, Division of Orthopaedics

Brendon Williams, MD
Fellow, Division of Orthopaedics

GUEST FACULTY
Roy Hoffman, MD, MPH
Medical Director, Fatality Review Program
Medical Examiner’s Office, Philadelphia, Pa.

Catherine McDonald, PhD, RN
Senior Fellow, Center for Injury Research and Prevention
Assistant Professor of Nursing, University of Pennsylvania School of Nursing
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